Devitellinization of living Helobdella (leech) embryos.
Embryos of glossiphoniid leeches are enclosed in a thin vitelline envelope until "hatching" (stage 10). This protocol describes the procedure for removing the vitelline envelope from Helobdella robusta and H. sp. (Austin) embryos. This protocol is applicable to embryos of stages 1-9 but is probably more useful for early stages. With careful culturing, the devitellinized embryos can develop normally.